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An ANSWER 70 a Paper of Reflexions on the Projed for lay- 
ing a Duty on Engliſh Wrought Silks. /- ; 
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T is an undoubted Maxim, and conſtantly verify'd by Experience, That the Value of the 
Lands of England varys as Trade either fonrifnes or decays. 

Two of the moſt conſiderable Manufactures of this Kingdom are thoſe of Wool and Silk, 
between which there is ſuch a Connexion, that to diſcourage one, is to depreſs the other; and 
all the Eſtates of the Nobility and Gentry of England wil! be affected thereby. 

The Government, ſenfible hereof, hath from time to time endeavour'd to encourage and 
preſerve both, by prohibiting the Exportation of Wool and Fullers-Earth, and providing Con- 
voys in time of War, to ſecure Merchants Ships in their paſſing and repaſſing from Italy and 
Turky, the chiefeſt Markets for Cloth, Serges, and other Stuffs. | 

& The greateſt Returns for thoſe Woolen Goods are raw and thrown Silk, in Manufacturing of 
which, many thouſand Families are conſtantly employ'dz for whoſe Encouragement the Government hath prohibi- 
ted Eaſt-India and French, and mulcted other foreign wrought Silks z which hath ſo improv'd our own ManufaQures, 
that the greateſt Perſonages are now furniſh'd ſuitable to their various Fancies with Ezelifh, in lieu of French, 
Dutch, and [talian Silks, | 5 . 

The Manufacture of which hath been gained to this Kingdom within this fourſcore Years, by which this Nation 
bath ſaved upwards of 5cc000. a Year, and is ſtill capable of a much greater Improvement, if the clandeſtine Impor- 
tation of foreign wrought Silks, for which no Cuſtom is paid, be ſtopp'd (as it will effectually be) by the Method 
intended for raiſing the Duty propoſed upon all Wrought Silks. 3 SM | 

Finding to the great Prejudice of the Manufa&ury, the Wrought Silks imported in each Year, according to a rea- 
ſonable Computation, do amount to 300000 J. in Value; the Duty whereof, according to the preſent Rates, will 
come to about 70000. per Ann, of which Duty for five Years laſt paſt (computing one Year with another) there hath 
not been paid into the Cuſtom-Houſe more than 10000 J. per Ann. as will appear by their Books: So that, according to 
this Computation, it doth plainly appear Her Majeſty hath been defrauded in Her Cuſtoms of 60000 J. per Aun. or 
thereabouts; therefore it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that the Oppoſition made to the Methods now offered, to pre- 
vent ſuch clandeſtine Practices, doth proceed from ſome Perſons, who, for By-Ends, are unwilling to have that clan- 
deſtine Trade prevented. 2 | „„ 8 

In caſe the Additional Duty to be laid upon all Wrought Silks imported, together with the Method taken for ſecuring 
the ſame, ſhould leſſen the Importation thereof, there will be the greater Quantity of raw and thrown Silk imported, for 
which not only Cuſtom will be paid, but our Woollen Manufactures will be barter'd away for the ſame, which will be the 
greater Conſumption of our Woollen Manufactures, and employ great Numbers of the Poor; and the low Duty laid on 

the Silks which is manufactured at Home, will enable the Trader to fell his Commodity Three Pence in the Shilling cheaper 
than the Importer, by which Means thoſe Silks will be all manufactured at Home, which uſed to be imported, and thereby 
employ great Numbers of our own Subjects, which are now in great Poverty. | cs 

But ſuppoſe, for Arguments ſake, there ſhould be but 150000 J. of Foreign wrought Silks imported, which is but one 
Half of what is really imported in every Year, the Duty of the ſaid 1500co J. ſecured to Her Majeſty, will then a- 

mount to 35cco /, a Year, or upwards, beſides the additional Duty now intended to be laid upon all wrought Silks; and 
the Manufactures of Great. Britain will have 150000 J. worth of Goods more to manufacture, than they had before, 
which 150000 J. worth of Goods will uſe in the making, 57692 Pound weight, and upwards, of dyed Silk, the Duty 
whereof will encreaſe Her Majeſty's Cuſtoms 13700 J. per Aunum, and upwards. 

This 57692 Pound weight of raw and thrown Silk, which will be imported more than was before in each Year, will 
be very beneficial in employing a great many more Poor than were formerly employed, when the wrought Silk above- 
mentioned was imported. 3 ; 

The Merchants trading to the Levant will find a greater Conſumption of raw and thrown Silk, which will be a 
great Encouragement and.Increaſe, as well as a Securing of that Trade, and will alſo occaſion a greater Conſumption 
of our Cloths and Serges, and other Woollen Manufactures, which are bartered away in Exchange for the ſaid Silk. 

The Throwſters, by reaſon of this extraordinary Importation of raw Silk, will employ ſeveral hundred Per- 
ſons more than they did before, as Winders, Doublers, and others belonging to the throwing Trade, who for the 
greateſt part are poor Se:men and Soldiers Wives, which by this Increaſe of Work will find a comfortable Subſiſtence for 
themſelves and Families, and thereby take off a Burthen that now lies upon ſeveral Pariſhes, which are at a great Charge 
for their Support. The Dyers will alſo ſhare in this Advantage, their Trade increaſing in Proportion to the Weavers. 

Great Advantages will be reap'd. by the 'Weavers, becauſe there will be employed, at leaſt, five hundred 
more Weavers, beſides ſome thouſands of Winders, Warpers, Reed-makers, Harneſs-makers, Draw-boys, Quill-boys, 
Loom-makers, and ſeveral others depending on the ſame Trade, who will not only get a better Subſiſtence than before, 
but will have conſtant Employment; whereas now they have not above three entire Months Employment in the whole 
Year. | +20 a | 

The Methods intended for ſecuring the Cuſtoms to be paid for all Foreign Wrought Silks imported, will make thoſe 
who deal in Goods (for which Cuſtom hath not been paid ) lie under fo great Difficulties, -that they will be very much 
expos'd, and always liable to have ſuch Goods ſeized, beſides their being ſubje& to a Penalty : Whereas, at this time, 
when ſuch Goods are brought aſhore, and lodged in the Trader's Shop, it cannot be diſtinguiſh'd whether the Cuſtom is 

)ajd or not. | 
: The Manner of laying this Duty will neither prove troubleſome nor detrimental to the Traders Goods, as is objected, 
by reaſon the greateſt Part of the Goods will be rated according to Weight, and ſealed without opening them at all ; and 
for the reſt, they will be but once opened ; for.after the Stock in Hand is rated, it will ever — be meaſured and 
weighed in the Weavers Cuſtody. ö 

The Duty now propoſed to be laid cannot affect our Exportation to Foreign Markets, becauſe there will be a Draw- 
back of the whole new Duty upon Exportation, of ſuch Goods as are manufactured at Home. | 

As to the Objection, That the Lot of every Trader, or Dealer in the Silks manufactured, will be Trouble and Per- 
plexity, by reaſon of the Officers ſearching for imported Goods, for which no Cuſtoms have been paid: That is no Ob- 
jection, becauſe a Cuſtom- Houſe Officer, by the Laws now in being, may ſearch any Traders, or private Houſe, for ſuch 
Goods, if there be any Information given that any ſuch Goods are there. And there is no Reaſon to imagine, that the 
On employed in this Duty will be allowed to be more troubleſome in ſearching, than the Officers of the Cuſtom- 

ouſe are. „ 2 

As to the Objection of the Seal being torn off, or loſt by Accident, after the Duty is paid, and their Goods may 
thereby be liable to Confiſcation: This Inconveniency may be eaſily provided againſt, by new ſealing them, in caſe the 

can upon Oath make it appear the Duty has been paid, and the Seal loſt, or torn off by Accident. 

Nothing can more diſcourage the Smuggling Trade, than good Laws to prevent it, and due Care in the Execution of 
them, which it is hoped the projected Methods will effectually do. © | . 
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